
  VOLUME  1                      ISSUE  11                  THE ORIGINAL DIXIE WINGS            NOVEMBER  2009               PAGE  1 

 

 
 

Come on out and join us for our dinner rides, check the 

website, dixiewings.com for the days, locations and  

changes.  Since the weather has gotten cold we will start 

meeting at the restaurant at 6:45 pm. Unless the 

weather is great, then we will ride.  

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!!!!!!  

 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving to all and we hope you had a wonderful October. 

Ten days after my surgery we went on the Fall Color Ride to Austin, KY. to Kennyôs Cheese Farm.  Pink and 

I were in our car because I canôt ride the bike for 8 weeks, we werenôt sure how many brave souls would be 

on their bikes that day because of the weather but boy were we in for a surprise.  Most of us met for Chapter 

Sôs meeting in West Moreland and I think that they set a new record for getting it done and over with as some 

of them were coming with us.  After the meeting Boots and Phyllis called us all together out in the parking lot 

to take a head count.  After counting 32 people, 3 cars and 16 bikes we all got in line and headed out.  All of 

those bikes sure made a beautiful sight and we turned many heads that day but boy was it cold!!!    

We finally arrived at the Cheese Farm and the parking area left a lot to be desired but everyone found a spot and in we went.  Let me 

tell you that we were all laughing at the sight of us with those hair hats on but it was a good laugh and I think that most of us all bought 

some really good cheese after listening to how it was made and looking around.  As we were all talking Jerry Hunt pulled up, he had 

missed us when we left West Moorland but he caught up and then Paul and Sally Tampien pulled in, (so 

now we were up to 18 bikes and 35 people).  They had got there late because Sally had participated in the 

Race For A Cure that morning.  After rounding everyone up for a group picture, off we went to a bakery 

that was just done the road, we got some really great fried pies.  After riding the roads for a while we ended 

up at a restaurant that try as they might they were not prepared for a group of our size but we still had fun. 

During our meal Tom Blackmon made the announcement that instead of going to Chrome Crazy he was 

going right to the hotel to take a long hot shower and that there wouldnôt be any hot water left for anyone 

else by the time he was done, he is such a hoot.  Some of the group went on to Chrome Crazy but some like 

me stayed at the hotel, I had had just about all I could stand for the day and when Pink got back I was 

sound asleep.  A bunch of us met down in Paul and Sallyôs room later that evening and ended up outside on 

their patio talking and having a good time.  Boots came by to let us know that after dinner they were all 

meeting down in the conference room for some pass the trash.  Pink went down and had a great time even 

though the next morning Eileen Blackmon kept saying that Pink, Paul and Jerry Hunt were cheating.  I was 

back in the room sound asleep again, so I missed out on it all.   

The whole group went for breakfast at the motel and when Pink and I got there we were told that if we were 

looking for that motorcycle gang they were in the front of the restaurant, that gave us a good laugh.  We 

were all supposed to go the Corvette museum the next day but I was still wore out and knew that I would 

not be able to walk that much.  Paul made an announcement that morning at breakfast that he and Sally 

were going to bypass the museum and take the back roads around Cave City and anyone was welcome to 

ride with them, there were nine of us that joined them.  We drove the scenic tour around the lake and took 

the Green River Ferry, that made Sally very happy, she loves ferryôs.  We parted with one bike along the 

way and ended up at a Italian restaurant were we had some really good sandwiches.  This was a restaurant 

that some of our group had visited on their way back from the GWTA Rally.  We decided to take the  

expressway the rest of the way home as it was getting late and so we slowly said good by to Mike and Mary 

Foster, Jerry Hunt and Paul and Sally Tampien as each pulled off at their exits.    

This was my first Fall Color Ride as I have not been able to attend the others and I want to thank Boots and 

Phyllis Streetman for setting up a great ride, I had a lot of fun.  I also want to thank Tom and Eileen 

Blackmon for all of the help that they contributed.  All of these individuals have so much knowledge and I 

do not think that they receive enough thanks for everything that they have taught 

and done for all of us.  These are the people that no matter what, have always been 

the first ones to step up when something needs to be done.   So Thank You Tom and 

Eileen and Boots and Phyllis, we do appreciate you! 

Until next month, weôre riding to eat, eating to ride and having real fun.   
                                                                         

                                                                                                           Pink & Rhonda Crandall                                        
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By Billy Taulpine  

Motorcycle and Bike safety is something that some of us think about, some of us worry about, but many of us do too little or nothing 

about it!  For many of us, it seems that protective clothing is too restrictive, or is much too hot in the summer heat.  Just look at your 

average rider rolling down the boulevard all cool, collected and casual.  Tank tops and brain buckets are the norm with this group.  

Iôve been there, done that, how about you?  And donôt forget the sport bike missile rider that launches past you in the hammer l ane at 

100+ mpg!  I havenôt done this one, but what about you?  These are two of many types of riders that riding in denial.  It is these two 

types of riders that are contributing to the increasing death rate for motorcycle riders here in the USA and worldwide.  While we are 

contributors to our own accidents, injury and death rates, we are also victims of other motorists at an alarmingly frequent rate! 

One of the greatest causes of death or injury, and the leading mortality factor for bikers, is not being seen by nearby motorist.  Many of 

them have died simply because another motorist didnôt see them.  Itôs not that people in cars canôt see us, they just donôt see us.   

Motorist get into the habit of driving ñin zone and not necessarily in a full awareness mode.  We are all guilty of it.  Driving becomes so 

second nature that itôs almost a reflex rather than an activity.  As motorcar drivers, it becomes especially easy to drop into the zone 

while we sing along with our favorite CD, play with the cell phone, or dine on burgers and fries while engaging the highway or  

interstate.  While in the zone, we tend to see mostly obvious objects such as big cars, tractor trailers and other attention grabbing  

objects.  These big objects break through the ñzone and motorist respond accordingly by stopping, slowing down, or clearly signaling 

an intended turn.  However, pity to those that canôt break thru this zone (you and I and the other millions of motorcycle riders).  If you 

donôt believe about motorist driving in the ñzoneò, just think about ité. Do you know anyone that had an accident when they were 

truly making an effort to drive cautiously?  Probably not, at least not in the snow or during a terrible storm.  This zone can be a very 

cozy place for most motorist, but itôs a deadly zone for you and I.  Our bikes just arenôt big enough or loud enough to break through 

the zone.  I can honestly say that all my accidents and even all my speeding tickets in my car over the last 35 years, have happened 

when in my zone.  Even the times someone else hit me, I probably could have avoided or minimized the vehicle to vehicle contact had I 

not been in the zone.  The zone is the deadliest thing you will face as a motorcycle rider!  Pay attention to this article because it can help 

keep you out of the zone! 

As a motorcyclist, if you want to avoid being injured or killed by another motorist, stay out of their zone!  The best way to stay out of 

the zone is to ride defensively, assume every driver in the zone, and most of all, call a lot of attention to you, your bike, and your  

presence.  A huge Mack truck does a pretty good job of staying out of the zone.  Most motorist will absolutely see a Mack truck.  Your 

itsy bitsy tiny motorcycle is another story completely.  It very comfortable hides in itôs own open lane and thatôs and thatôs a fact!  

Your bike calls very little attention to itself and if you believe otherwise, you are in the zone right now!  Often, a motorist appears to 

look right at you and still may pull out in front of you.  We bikers need a much bigger zone presence and anything you do to increase 

you zone presence can save your life! 

Thankfully, there are a few inexpensive things you can do to increase your zone presence and some of them only require a few minutes 

of your time.  First, do you ride in daylight with your high-beam on?  Is your high beam properly adjusted for maximum legal beam 

height?  Many bikers are riding in daylight with the low beam.  Thatôs a BIG NO-NO!  Furthermore, many bikes have a misadjusted 

headlamp pointing way to deeply into the asphalt.  Next time you see an approaching biker group, pay close attention to the pack.  Af-

ter you get over the fact youôre not riding with them, look at the pack and pick out the high visibility bikes immediately from the rest of 

the  pack.  Which bike is yours?  I hope you are in the high visibility group.  Well lit bikes simply have a great street presence and 

headlamps can be your greatest defense against an opposing left turn in front of your bike.  I have no proof to share, but I honestly  

believe brightly lit bikes are hit less often than dimly lit ones. 

Used from motorcyclesafe.com 
  

Continued Next Month                                    Jim Walsh           

 



 

                                                       Honda Motorcycle History 

                               History of Soichiro Honda (Founder of Honda Motorcycle)  

                      Used from www.notablebiographies.com/he-ho/Honda-soichiro.html 
  

Soichiro Honda was born on November 17th, 1906 in Iwata-gun, Japan.  He died on August 5, 1991 in Tokyo,  

Japan.  An independent person in a country not known for its willingness to accept nonconformists (those that do 

not cooperate with customs), Soichiro Honda created an automobile giant despite the opposition of the Japanese  

government.  One of his companyôs cars, the Accord, was a best-selling model in the American Market. 
 

His early life 
The first son of blacksmith Gihei Honda and his wife Mika.  Soichiro graduated from the Futamata Senior  

Elementary School in 1922.  Honda had little tolerance for his formal education and jumped at every opportunity 

he had to work with his true love: motors.  Throughout his life Honda never forgot the impression that was made 

on him when he sighted his first automobile.  After leaving school Honda began his career as an apprentice (a  

person who works to gain experience in a trade) auto repairman for Arto Shokai in Tokyo.  In 1928 he returned to 

his hometown as a master mechanic and soon established a branch shop for the firm in Hamamatsu, Japan.   
 

Used from www.motorcycle.com/manufacturer/history-honda-motorcycle.html 

1936 Soichiro is injured in an auto racing accident.  In 1937 he forms a company to manufacture piston rings.   

After a shaky start (owing mostly to his complete lack of formal training in metallurgy) his  

company becomes successful.  He is a key supplier to Toyota, which starts manufacturing cars at 

about the same time.  In 1946 Soichiro Honda sells his piston-ring business.  Japan is struggling 

to regain some semblance of normalcy, after having been bombed flat at the end of WWII.  

Honda realizes the need for affordable transportation and begins grafting war-surplus  

two-stroke motors onto bicycles.  (The motors had originally been intended for use on portable 

generators for military radios).  In 1948 Honda Motor Co. Ltd is incorporated.  Soichiro Honda 

focuses on the engineering side of the business, while financial operations are controlled by 

Takeo Fujisawa.   
 

In 1949 the company produces its first motorcycle, powered by a 98cc a two-stroke motor.  When 

an employee sees the first one assembled and it is ridden outside the factory, he says, ñitôs like a 

dream.ò The name ñDreamò was adopted for the bike, officially known as Model D.  In 1951 Mr. 

Honda is infuriated by the noise, smell and fumes from the two-stroke motorbikes (including his 

own) that crowd Japanese city streets.  In response, the company creates itôs first four-stroke 

motorcycle, the Dream E (146cc).  In 1952 Despite the fact that he despises such ñprimitiveò 

power plants, Honda flirts with his original notion of auxiliary motors for bicycles.  The cub F 

(two-stroke, 50cc) clip-on motor is sold through thousands of independent bicycle shops across 

Japan.  It is only manufactured for two years, but it introduces the ñCubò trademark, which will 

be popular for decades in various guises.   
 

In 1953 The Benly J (4-stroke, 90cc) is released.  At least some of these were sold with ñBenlyò 

tank-badges, and carried the Honda name on engine cases only.  The Benly series also lasted a 

long time, and ushered in an era of improved performance.  They were immediately popular 

with Japanôs amateur racers.  In 1954 Soichiro Honda shares his own dream, of success in 

Grand Prix motorcycle racing.  He writes, ñMy childhood dream was to be a champion of motor 

racing with a machine built by myself.  However before becoming world champion, it is strongly 

required to establish a stable corporate structure, provided with precise production facilities and 

superior product design.  From this point of view we have been concentrating on providing high 

quality products to meet Japanese domestic consumer demand and we have not had enough time to pour our efforts in motorcycle  

racing until nowé I here avow my intention that I will participate in the TT race and I proclaim with my fellow employees that I  will 

pour all my energy and creative powers into winning.  Mr. Honda attended the Isle of Man races as an observer that year, paying par-

ticular attention to the German-made NSU motorcycles that dominated the 125 and 250 classes.  Although it is widely believed Honda 

ñcopiedò these machines, it is not true, the NSU racers were singles with bevel-drive cams-nothing like the early Honda racers. 

In 1957 the leading Italian manufacturers, including MV Agusta, Gilera, and Mondial announce that they will withdraw from World 

Championship racing, citing increasing cost.  MV Agusta will renege on this agreement and continue racing.  Honda buys one of the 

last Mondial race bikes.  The Japanese company doesnôt copy the Italian bike, but it does use it as a source of inspiration and an exam-

ple of the standard they need to reach.    

                                                                                                        MORE NEXT MONTH  
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Definition 

An anterior cruciate ligament injury is extreme stretching or tearing of the anterior cruciate  

ligament (ACL) in the knee.  A tear may be partial or complete. 

Considerations 

The knee is essentially a modified hinge joint located where the end of the thigh bone (femur) meets the 

top of the shin bone (tibia).  Four main ligaments connect these two bones: 

¶ Medial collateral ligament (MCL) - runs along the inner part of the knee and prevents the knee 

from bending inward. 

¶ Lateral collateral ligament (LCL) - runs along the outer part of the knee and prevents the knee 

from bending outward. 

¶ Anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) - lies in the middle of the knee.  It prevents the tibia from sliding 

out in front of the femur, and provides rotational stability to the knee. 

¶ Posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) - works with the ACL, it prevents the tibia from sliding  

       backwards under the femur. 

The ACL and PCL cross each other inside the knee, forming an ñXò.  This is why they are called the 

ñcruciateò (cross-like) ligaments.  ACL injuries are often associated with other injuries.  The classic  

example is when the ACL is torn at the same time as both  the MCL and medial meniscus (one of the 

shock-absorbing cartilages in the knee).  This type of injury often occurs in football players and  

skiers. 

Women are more likely to have an ACL tear than men.  The cause for this is not completely understood, 

but it may be due to differences in anatomy and muscle function.  Adults usually tear their ACL in the 

middle of the ligament or pull the ligament off the femur bone.  These injuries do not heal by them-

selves.  Children are more likely to pull off their ACL with a piece of bone still attached.  These injuries 

may heal on their own, or they may require an operation to fix the bone. 

When your doctor suspects an ACL tear, an MRI may help confirm the diagnosis.  This test may also 

help evaluate other knee injuries, such as to the other ligaments or cartilage.  Some people are able to 

live and function normally with a torn ACL.  However, most people complain that their knee is  

unstable and may ñgive outò with attempted physical activity.  Unrepaired ACL tears may also lead to 

early in the affected knee. 

Causes 

ACL tears may be due to contact or non-contact injuries.  A blow to the side of the knee, which can  

occur during a football tackle, may result in an ACL tear.  Coming to a quick stop, combined with a 

direction change while running, pivoting, landing from a jump, or overextending the knee joint (called 

hyper extended knee), also can cause injury to the ACL.  Basketball, football, soccer, and  

skiing are common causes of ACL tears.  

Symptoms 

Early symptoms: 

¶ A ñpoppingò sound at the time of injury. 
¶ Knee swelling within 6 hours of injury. 
                                                                                                                                                                                               Continued on page 10   

 



  VOLUME  1                      ISSUE  11                 THE ORIGINAL DIXIE WINGS            NOVEMBER  2009               PAGE  5 

 

 
 

 

 

                                

 

Baltimore in the Balance 
ñThe moment of suspense is awful.ò 

-Editor of the National Intelligencer in Washington, D.C.,  

awaiting news from Baltimore, 1814. 
 

Americaôs future seemed more uncertain than ever as the British set their 

sights on Baltimore, Maryland, a vital seaport.  On September 13, 1814, 

British warships began firing bombs and rockets on Fort McHenry, which 

protected the cityôs harbor.  The bombardment continued for twenty-five 

hours while the nation awaited news of Baltimoreôs fate. 
 

                                       A Moment of Triumph 
ñThen in that hour of deliverance and joyful triumph,  

my heart spoke.ò 
 

By the ñdawnôs early lightò of September 14, 1814, Francis Scott Key, who 

was aboard a ship several miles distant, could just make out an American 

Flag waving above Fort McHenry.  British ships were withdrawing from 

Baltimore, and Key realized that the United States had survived the Battle 

and stopped the enemy advance.  Moved by the sight, he wrote a song  

celebrating ñthat star-spangled bannerò as a symbol of Americaôs triumph 

and endurance. 
 

Making The Flag 
 

In the summer of 1813, Mary Pickersgill (1776-1857) was  

contracted to sew two flags for Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland.  

The one that became the Star-Spangled Banner was a 30x42-foot garrison 

flag; the other was a 17x25-foot storm flag for use in inclement weather.  

Pickersgill, a thirty -seven-year-old widow, was an experienced maker of 

shipsô colors and signal flags.  She filled orders for many of the military 

and merchant ships that sailed into Baltimoreôs busy port.  Helping  

Pickersgill make the flags were her thirteen-year-old daughter Caroline; 

nieces Eliza Young (thirteen) and Margaret Young (fifteen); and a thirteen

-year-old African American indentured servant, Grace Wisher.   

Pickersgillôs elderly mother, Rebecca Young, from whom she had learned 

flag making, may have helped as well.  Pickersgill and her assistants spent 

about seven weeks making the two flags.  They assembled the blue canton 

and the red and white striped of the flag by piecing together strips of 

loosely woven English wool bunting that were only 12 or 18 inches wide. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Used from www.theflagpole.com/all-things_american_flag.htm                                                                                                                     
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A View of the Bombardment of 

Fort McHenry  

Print by J. Bower, Philadelphia, 

1816.  One of the soldiers who 

was in the fort during the 25-

hour bombardment wrote, ñWe 

were like pigeons tied by the 

legs to be shot. 

Congreve Rocket of the type 

fired on Fort McHenry  

Bombshells that exploded into 

deadly fragments were Brit-

ainôs most formidable weapon 

against Fort McHenry.   

Map Showing British Strategy 

The British aimed to destroy 

Fort McHenry so that their 

ships could sail into Baltimoreôs 

inner harbor and support the 

troops who were attacking the 

city by land. 

Account of the Bombardment 

of Fort McHenry.  

Maj. George Armisteadôs re-

port (PDF) on the bombard-

ment to Secretary of War 

James Monroe was published 

in Nilesô Weekly Register on 

Oct. 1, 1814 

Francis Scott Key 

Portrait of Francis Scoot Key,  

attributed to Joseph Wood 

about 1825.   

Courtesy Walterôs Art Gallery. 

Spyglass 

Spyglass, early 1800s, of the  

type Key might have used to 

see the flag flying over Fort 

McHenry from the British ship 

on which he was being held. 

Handwritten Draft of the Lyrics  

Inspired by the sight of the 

 American Flag flying over  

Fort McHenry, Key scribbled  

the opening lyrics for his song on 

the back of a letter.   

Mary Pickersgill  

Mary Pickersgill, nearly 

forty ears after she made 

the flag. 

Courtesy of Pickersgill  

Retirement Community. 

Sewing Implements.   

Needles, scissor's, pins and chatelaine 

from the, early 1800s, of the type 

Pickersgill and her assistants would 

have used to make the flag. 

Floor Plan of Mary Pickersgillôs 

House.  The huge 30x42 foot flag 

overwhelmed the cramped rooms of 

Pickersgillôs house.  She moved the 

operation across the street to the 

more spacious Claggettôs brewery. 


