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Happy Valentines Day to everyone and we hope you had a eventful January.

If you notice the picture on the front (how could you not) that is me in my winter gear. This months issue has an article winter rid-
ing tips and that has a lot to do with winter gear. When Pink and | pulled up and | got off the bike everybody was laughing me but |
tell you what | was toasty warm in the suit. It is a Carhart overall suit that belongs to Pink and is about 3 sizes too by fme. | do have
a pair of Carhart bibs and a jacket that do fit but they were in our camper the day we went on this ride. Pink does have & s€heated
gear and they work great and he is very hapJ)y with them. Pink wants to get me a set but most of you know that when the terapare

gets to low I dondét "ride until it warms up again, so mawthaté ns
should have be earing a suit that was the right size because it is very important but since | was not driv-
Pink & Rhonda ing it worked. J member that no mater how funny people may think you look the most important thing

when riding in cold weather is to stay warm, if not you will be in for a big mess if your body temperature
drops too low. v

Our first_ride of thef year was on January 1st, C
in Waverly. Paul, Brgoks and Jim O'Dowd all came from- Franklln bQ their bikes with Sally following in

their truck, Mardi Hodges and*Sandee O DOV\}dwere both SICk and could not come. Pink also rode his bike
from Columbia but came upon Mark, Jennifer and-Hanna Mooreho se in their Corvettes when he got to
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Sheri Davis Dickson. After meeting up with Chaptqf K in Dickson théy hit phe road with 7 bikes and 5 vehicles for a
GOING GREEN very cold ride down 70 to the Log Cabin restaurant in Wave}ly Because | was still recovermg from a cold |
met up with everyone at the restaurant as did a few otherpeople, | was so happy to.see Boots and Phyllis
. tﬁifl%g%t o Streetman there all the way from Clarksville. There \K/ere 26 in attendance and boy was that room full, we

all enjoyed each others company so much At was sonice to have a leisurely lunch were we could all just

Jim Walsh catch up and have' - greatgtlme Wanda and Dale S
EDUCATOR look forward to many more joint rides with C apter K and others
—_—— Our first dinner ride this year was to Gampbell Station Restaurant in Culleoka with 11 in-attendance and
WEB MASTER boy was it cold. No one rode their bikes’ bec: use it" Had" snowed just a couple of days before-and there was
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some ice on the roads leading back in there. | brought my rents because they had never-been.there and

my dad was in the mood for frog legs. | Iaughed when my dad said that he loved his dinner and would like

to go back there to eat sometime but he WOuId neverbe able to find his way back there again. When you see

the pictures you can tell we had a good time. Sheri and Sally found a stuffed fish and brought it to the table

and then Sally took a ride in a old wheei chair.with the flfh Of course we all had to have fried pies, Pink
g toprg(loqu%hgmeéand enjoyed then’(th%e day

ZLL;Pgogg%f dinner Pink, »'J|m and | went to Chapter Z06s
otorcycl e eslver gtghe new CD@S Bi II & Debbie Archer introd
Bt hecoll tnewslev Is to some members. We Wel‘e also happy to see Billy Manier who had also come to visit. Billy
atrioticé"'nﬁt ride much Iast ﬂ/ear because of an injury
oing Gree L vghole lot @0ée7thls year, we have missed hlm \

ecipesééépét 80ur next dinner rlde to Lennyo we had 8 that
Bt newseédl béame aayone fogwantmg to stay home where' it was' ‘nice and warm. Those of us who went had a fun time
ememberin thoug@ gguha@d Sally brought ice cream ﬁandwmheSuand drumsticks. After eating dinner we all had some
B o ol P;rea,m Ve | love our |fe cream, then Pa IpaSsed out ice cream to the other patrons in the restaurant, they
Bl d weat B aII veqjthah %talkfdzto a women police off:cel" who t:ad stopped for dinner, we told her about our group
e nt scéedl a@ s e admiréd our new updated logo that Plnk andl ave on the front of our shirts.

Bt ures ol I(ey@ubﬁre Wal’]ti (? shirts please let me know; | already have a few orders and | will be getting those shirts to
P ctur es 6 allyane t e end of the month to get the loges‘put on. We have the Blue denim, red or bluSHirts, we can
Bt L cs ol %;g getlsefety Green or Orange -Bhirts with"Gone WI'[h The Wing on the back, just let us know.
ebruary. éee¥ret.i.l20next mont h, Happy~N"eW Year and wedre ridin
arché. éééée. .. 21 ]

ewsletter ®ditorséé2?2 Pink & Rhonda Crandall

Come on out and join us for our dinner rides, check
the website dixiewings.comfor the days, locations
and changes. Since the weather has gotten cold
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Group motorcycle riding is a great experience when common sense, respect for other riders, aadetyprevail. Please review these rid-
ing rules and tips for your personal and group riding safety.

Do notmix alcohol and motorcycle riding at anytime, especially when riding in a group. Nattitudeswhile with the group. A diversity

of people ride. Motorcyclists are very diverse. We just share the love of ridind.op-off your gas tank beforgzou begin a ride. Bikes with
small gas tanks have to stop more often. Decideforeyou begin when and where you will stop. Inform everyone of designated stops.
Do a personal and bikesafety checloefore beginning a ride. Bikes should be in good running condition before riding (anytime). Riders
should weareye protectionand a DOT/Snell certifiedhelmet This is law in many states.

Group Riding: Riders who choose to ride in a group must do just thatjde with the groupIf a navigational mistake is made (e.g.,

missed turn or exit), continue with the group until the error can besafelyc or r ect ed. |t is recommended
the route prior to a run, thus, avoiding navigation mistakes. As in the military formation is mandatory. Two-up is the typical ride ar-
rangement (riding staggered) Ride Captain's) should always be on the left of the lami¢h everyone behind staggered. The more experi-
enced rider should ride on the Il efté.not the person wittwhent he
possible. Allpassengershould know their riding assignment prior to the ride. Alternate bikes for passengers should also be chosen.
Brand new riders should never have a passenger. Maintain approximatefwo bike lengthdetween bikes; weather and road conditions
permitting. If a vehicle wants to break through the group on a multilane road, give them space to safely do so. Close formationce

the vehicle exits the lane. If the vehicle does not move, cautiously and carefully pass to reform. Bikers do not own the r&sdconsider-
ate of other vehicles. Give them space, remember they will always be bigger than you and your bike.

Novice and inexperienced rideshould ride in the middle of the group until they are comfortable riding in a group. The Ride Captains
or those who have ridden the route should ride up fr ontthéreag a
of the groupé.this i s drandsigndls@andpay atrertienitorthern.Sighadsare passeddack by every rider so
that everyone is informed. Be certain it is a real signal and not waveto a passing motorcycle. This should be done as not everyone has
a CB on their motorcycle. Maintain asteady paceavith as few (dramatic) speed changes or sudden moves as possible. When changing
lanes a Lead Ride Captairshould callback o t he Rear Ride Captain (if they hasatetoCB
Changing lanes on a freeway should be dorieom the rearthen moving forward to the clear lane. Ride as if your motorcycle were as
long as the entire group. If two groups merge, let théeead group leadMot or cycl es wi th sidecars (and
front of the group whenever possible.

Turns and Turning: When turning left, the right lead bike should safely block oncoming traffic. The group should continue through a
red light only if blockers have the intersection secured. If blockers are not used, be sure the riders behind you know thatiyntend to
stop. When a single file signal is given, the bike on the left proceeds (in front of) the bike on the right.

Blockers: Blocking intersections isrisky and very often, an unsafe practice. However, an exception is an escorted ride. If you block, re-
view these: Blockers should wear a brightly colored safety vest to be more visible. Turn headlights toward oncoming traffiben
blocking, and use 4way flashers. Urge riders to tighten up and move as quickly as possible through blocked intersections. Havero-
cedure for getting blockers to the front from the rear. Blockers should always be chosen from more experienced riders in agp. Rear
Ride Captains should pull out and block the lane before a signaled, do not move until the rider in front of you moves. Thegp should
know who is blocking.Do not follow blockers!Caravan vehicles should never block unless asked by the Ride Captain.

Weather and Road Conditiondnclement weather can be disruptive and discomforting. If the weather is too severe, take shelter. Be ex-
tra cautious when rain first begins to fall. The r oaxddheroadats | i
all times, but especially during or after a rain. Stoimgsaaon
hard surface. Avoid potholes when you can safely do so. Potholes can damage bike rims and cause accidiigtsal others with a finger
pointing down of road hazards. Mechanical/electrical breakdowns can happen to any motorcycle. Designate someone to helpageh

Continued on Page 13
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By Steve Saunders “ﬂ““

Nevertheless and in spite all the confusio
be a very reliable motorcycle, quite capable of going very Iong distances without mission a beat and
almost immediately the aftermarket fairing & pannier suppliers started to cater for the request of
those who wanted to use the GL1000 for more than just popping down to the shops or Sunday morn-
ing posing at the 1 ocal meet. This is what fi
world, it really became a touring motorcycle
ways keen to keep an ear to the ground, listened to what the customers wanted (just as well too or
they might have killed the GoldWing off before long, not least because expected sale of the GoldWing
1976 in the first year of production were less than 10% of what Honda had predicted) and started plan-
ning the next incarnation of what has turned into a legend in the world of touring motorcycles.

In the meantime, 1976 saw the standard GL1000 unchanged, apart from a badly needed grease nip-
ple on the driveshaft. A limited edition LTD model was rolled out alongside the standard model and
the LTD had some nice badges, pin striping, a better seat, flared mudguards, gold colored wheels and
spokes and some more nice but otherwise unimportant cosmetics, all at a fairly hefty extra cost of
course. The LTD version of the GL1000 was only available for that one model year.

1977 saw the first tentative model changes based on customer feedback to Honda (hands up all those
who can remember filling out those early questionnaires at rallies) and the GoldWing got higher han-
1977 dlebars with neoprene grips, dual contoured saddle and chromed heat shields on the header pipes.
Chromed upper engine mounting brackets were a nice touch. More importantly, the steering head
bearings were now tapered rollers instead of quickvear & seize ball types. Front & rear engine and
rocker covers were now thicker and this was designed to reduce noise, butooe really noticed. The
fuel tank had an internal coating applied to prevent rust.

Smaller carburetors, shorter valve timing and increased spark advance in 1978 were designed to give
the GL1000 increased roHon performance in top gear, which translated into slightly less top speed

but more torque, which apparently is what the long distance rider needed. The camshafts were se-
verely detuned in order (along with the carhb
1978 ally accepted that these welineaning changes really blunted togend performance, while doing very
little good for the low-end.

The fuel, coolant temperature and voltage gauges were fitted to a pod and mounted on the tank,
which made fitting a tank bag rather difficult, but few really objected as they looked good. The awk-
ward but functional kick starter was omitted this year (the broken ankle brigade may have sparked
fears of litigation) and the troublesome wire wheels were replaced with five spoke Comstars, al-
though they didndét fare much better in ter ms
spokes on wire wheels, now owners were fretting about cracked rims and loose rivets on the Com-
stars. The stepped saddle was introduced this year and has been a feature of all GoldWing models
ever since. A fully chromed exhaust system wh
indicators moved from the frame to the rear mudguard and shocks with much welcomed and long

1979

overdue two-stage damping (in addition to longer forks & springs) completed the picture. The beast still handled like a brick ven

pushed hard, in spite of the new FVQ (often called fade very quickly) shocks and the better forks. The new exhaust made tlaghime
sound livelier and the smaller mufflers allowed easy access to the clutch, which was just as well as this was a problemanehe

GL1000 in those days.

1979 saw big discounting on GL1000 as the replacement model was eagerly anticipated and the last remaining numbers of tiyénati
(quite |l arge numbers too and new GL10006s could still d¢behaslou
with some minor changes in the shape of a then very cool looking CBX style tail light with two bulbs, rectangular indicatcaad

brake fluid reservoir and black brake and clutch levers instead of the previous unpainted alloy ones. This last year for tfd 1000 was
an opportunity to lose some of the excess weight and regain some of the performance the model had lost in previous yearsi €pkarly

in 1978), but alas a final opportunity to remedy some of the more persistent GL1000 problem areas was lost and the cosmefics the
only areas attended to at the end of the decade. Thusl98)rhodel Go
year. Honda managed to keep the lid on the replacement for the GL1000 until the last possible moment. To this day and tortbesdit,
Honda are probably better at keeping secrets than the Ctydeaor
bit less powerful and slightly heavier than the first models at 604lbs dry.

Used fromwwwgoldwingfacts.com

MORE NEXT MONTH



