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Our first dinner ride back from Florida we met at Applebeeôs and celebrated Lynnôs birthday. We gave away 2 American Flag pins 

that Joanne and Greg from The Engraver had given us (thank you Joanne and Greg). Remember that we have a lot of people that  

advertize with us and we should support their businesses the best that we can.    

For one of our dinner rides last month we went to PaPa Boudreauxôs in Santa Fe, we had 4 bikes and 8 people attended, it was a Mon-

day and a lot of our group was busy, we had a beautiful ride out there. The food was really good and the Chef came over to talk with 

Bill Burt and even delivered some of our food to the table. We took our time eating and had great conversations with each other. 

If you didnôt get to attend our dinner ride to Ruby Tuesdays you missed a great time. We were celebrating Sherri and Jerryôs bir th-

days except Jerry was not able to be there, we take one dinner ride each month and celebrate all birthdays for that month. You can tell 

which dinner ride when you look at the calendar by all the balloons on that day. We were also very lucky to be able to have dinner with 

John and Kathy Dorak from JDôs LED lighting and also Billy and Gabby McCullough from B&G Cycle 

Upholstery. Billy and Gabby live in Chapel Hill and John and Kathy were visiting them during some time 

between rallies. As always, everyone is invited to our rides and come to find out it was John and Billyôs 

birthdays that week also. As you can see from the front page we love to celebrate our birthdays and all 

birthday people wear hats. All I can say is that everyone in our group had a great time and there was a lot 

of laughing and joking going on, the staff got a kick out of all of us. Thank you to John, Kathy, Billy and 

Gabby for making our dinner ride even more fun.         

What a fun time we had on our ride to Tullahoma to Uncle Buds. We all met at the Cracker Barrel Restau-

rant in Franklin and had a lovely ride to our destination. We started out with 7 bikes with Paul, Sally, Bill, 

Ann, Ellis, Dianne, Tom, Sheri, Jerry, Pink and I. We were thrilled when Bruce and Lynn pulled in. 

Bruceôs knee replacement has healed wonderfully and he is spending more and more time on his Trike. 

When we hit Chapel Hill we picked up Dave and CJ Hancock, so we ended up with 8 bikes and 15 riders. 

When we arrived at Uncle Buds we were met by Jeannie Manier and her sister Linda Chapman. We also 

met up with my Dad, Charles, my 2 sisters LaDonna and Kim and my cousins Myra, Brian, Curt and his 

wife Wanda, this turned into an all around family affair with 24 in total. The food was really good (Jerry 

and I really enjoyed our frog legs) except they donôt have all you can eat catfish anymore but we still en-

joyed everything. Pink and I ended up following my dad back to our house because we had to finish getting 

ready to leave for Pigeon Forge the next day, everyone made it home safe.  

We headed over to Pigeon Forge a couple of days early so that Pink could rest his knee which has been feel-

ing poorly. When we made it to the Eagles Nest RV Campground there were already Venders there resting 

before the rally started and before the rain hit on Tuesday, and rain it did!!!!!! We were very worried 

about the weather for the whole weekend but it stayed clear until Saturday when it rained all day. There 

was only a little bit of thunder but no severe weather in Pigeon Forge. 

This years Spring Fling had a lot of people that attended but they were down quite a few vendors. If you 

remember I wrote an article last year talking about life as a vendor and what happens when the vendors 

retire. It has started happening, a lot of the vendors that have been out on the road for years have retired 

and no one has taken their place. Donôt get me wrong, there were still a lot of Vendors for everyone to see 

but it is something to think about. From the looks of it, people were having a good time. Paul, Sally and 

Jerry drove over and made some purchases at the rally. You need to ask Jerry about checking your bags 

before you leave the house, he found that he forgot a few items when he arrived there, we had a good laugh 

out of that one. 

I got to see a lot of good friends there, Boots & Phyllis Streetman stopped at the booth to have a light 

looked at, and Boots was his usual frisky self.  I also got to see Tom & Eileen, Randy & Deloris Galloway 

and also different members from Chapter A and Chapter S. Having great friends is what it is supposed to 

be all about and everyone had a wonderful time.   
  

Until next month,  and weôre riding to eat, eating to ride and having real fun. 
                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                 Pink & Rhonda Crandall                                        
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Come on out and join us for our dinner rides, check the 

website, dixiewings.com for the days, locations and  

changes.  We will be meeting at the Family Advantage 

Credit Union in Spring Hill at 6:00 pm with kickstands 

up at 6:15 pm. And getting to the restaurant by 7:00 pm.  
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!!!!!!  
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                            Driving a Green Car Results in Ouré 

                                 KILLING A MOTORCYCLIST  
 

My guess is that everyone of my readers has heard of a motorcyclist who was injured or killed 

when someone turned left in front of them and a collision resulted. That left turner was al-

ways the ñbad guyò, right? But surely you, like all the rest of us, have made left turns with 

our vehicles and we would never cause such an accidentðbecause we remain alert, drive de-

fensively, and maintain ósituational awarenessô. 

For example, letôs say that we are driving our car along a country road and must make a left 

turn into our driveway when we arrive at home. We can see at least 1000 feet in front and 

behind us. There is only one car in the oncoming lane. We turn on our left turn signal and 

waité 

The white car passes usé 

We turn left toward our drivewayé 

And we discover that we have just KILLED A MOTORCYCLIST!  

How can that be? We did everything right! We were not speeding, not drunk, not talking on a 

cell phoneé but there lies a dead motorcyclist and you can be absolutely certain that we will 

get a day in court to explain why we killed him.  

Any thoughts on the  

Well, let me give you a hint. You would expect, Iôm guessing, that the motorcyclist crashed 

into the passenger side of our green car because, after all, we have crossed over almost the 

entire oncoming lane. But you would be wrong as what actually happened is that the motor-

cycle hit our LEFT-FRONT bumper. 

Have any other thoughts now? 

Oh, he hit us at 40 mph, the legal speed limit. That is, he had not been traveling at 100 mph 

and just appeared out nowhereðthere was 1,000 of unobstructed 

visibility both ahead of and behind us.  

What I will demonstrate for you here is that motorcyclist MUST drive defensively. Part 

of defensive driving is a concept called óconspicuityô - visibility.  

That does not simply mean ódrive with your headlights onô, and it does not simply mean 

ówear light colored and/or reflective clothingô. It means óSEEô and óBE SEENô. 

In this particular scenario there is only one possible way for the accident to have hap-

penedðthe motorcyclist really was not visible to us. 

For example, he was ótailgatingô the white caré 

Observe that from our perspective (driver of the green car), there is no motorcycle or 

any other traffic in the oncoming lane other than the white car. This has been true since 

the white car first became visible to us when it was over 1,000 feet ahead. The white car 

obscured our sight lines.   

Then, as the white car began to pass us, that óA pillarô began to obstruct the motorcy-

clist (that metal column on the left edge of your windshield that supports the roof and 

windshield). 
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1986 - saw mainly cosmetic changes to the Interstate and Aspencade, the LTD was replaced by 

the SE-i, which came in Pearl White only and had little over the LTD except for Dolby noise re-

duction on the Panasonic Type 3 audio system (the Aspencade got the same audio treatment), an 

up rated 500 watt alternator, a slightly better seat (which was also fitted to the Interstate and As-

pencade) and different badges. The SE-i had ballooned out to over 770lbs. Many people who had 

bought the supposedly unique LTD the year before felt cheated by what looked like another LTD 

in the shape of the SE-i in a different color, the general feeling being that Honda were just cash-

ing in again this year. An Aspencade badge on the saddlebags of the SE-i didnôt go down too well with buyers who wanted their own 

unique GoldWing to be distinct from the ñlesserò models. The carburetor models were back to 30mm CVôs with accelerator pumps, 

although it made little noticeable difference to the riding experience.  

The final year of production for the GL1200 was 1987 and there was little change. No doubt 

Honda were saving the major surprise for the following year, although the GoldWing faithful 

had been expecting the rumored ñSuper GoldWingò for the current model year. The SE-I was 

gone and the Interstate and Aspencade got a much plusher saddle, the best on any GoldWing to 

date. The Aspencade now had cruise control and trunk mirror as standard, and the lower cowl 

(oil filter cover as Honda called it) and side vents seen on the SE-I were now fitted to the Aspen-

cade. Color-matched riders foot peg accents with a nice chrome trim were also fitted to the As-

pencade this year. The final drive and differential had been made much smoother and quieter 

and this translated into less chucking and jumping at trundling speeds. All of these improvements 

meant that the 1987 models were the quietest and best sorted GL1200ôs to date. 

After a false start the previous year, the long awaited GL1500 finally hit the buying public for the 

1988 model year. This of course was a major new model and totally redesigned from the ground 

up. The GL1500 now had a silky smooth flat six cylinder engine of 1520cc and a reverse gear, real 

news for touring motorcycles in those days. This was the first mass produced six-cylinder motor-

cycle to have a reverse gear and was more in line with the intentions of Hondaôs 1470cc six-

cylinder prototype M1 of 1972. The M1 had been an engineering exercise to see what could be 

achieved with the available technology of the day and it is possible that the GL1500 engine de-

signers drew some inspiration from the earlier work.  

All new bodywork on the GL1500 almost enclosed the whole machine and the single key operation of the trunk and panniers, as well as 

the bodywork design on which not a single screw or bolt could be seen, showed that the Honda 

designers had spent a lot of time on this bike. They had in fact started work on this machine the 

same year that the GL1200 was launched! The GL1500 was the quietest GoldWing yet, from the 

engine to the exhaust note. The traditionalists complained that it looked, sounded and rode too 

much like a two-wheeled car and indeed riding it gave one a feeling of being insulated from the 

road. Of course, anyone who traded up to a GL1500 from an older model GoldWing soon 

adapted to the new machine and I doubt if many GL1500 owners were inclined to offload the new 

machine for a previous model after riding the six cylinder monster. Monster it was too, in weight 

as well as size and the first year GL1500 was a colossal 793lbs, although riding the thing was so 

easy that it felt lighter than the GL1200. The saddle was the most sumptuous yet and was quite 

capable of carrying the most ample of rear ends for long distances in comfort. Air assisted rear 

suspension was fitted to the new machine. All of the switchgear, lights, indicators etc, had been 

designed specifically for the GL1500 and there was none of the all too common ñparts binò ap-

proach that was evident on other Honda offerings of the day.  

1989 saw the every popular Wineberry (not identical to earlier versions) color return. The nice 

1200/6 badge on the rear of the right saddlebag was lost forever, otherwise nothing major to re-

port. 

1990 saw some decent revisions, when the GL1500SE was placed alongside the GL1500. The SE 

had two-tone paint, trunk spoiler/light, windscreen vent, lighted handlebar switches, adjustable 

passenger footboards and foot warmer vents that looked better than they worked. All this extra kit on the SE could be yours for about 

15% extra cash over the cost of the stock GL1500. Camshaft and carburetor modifications that year helped to eliminate chucking at 

trundling speed and the trunk and pannier lids were made to fit better in order to keep water out.  

By Steve Saunders 

Borrowed from wwwgoldwingfacts.com               MORE NEXT MONTH  
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