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Happy St. Patrickôs Day to everyone, we hope that you had a wonderful February. 

With this crazy weather it has been impossible to ride the motorcycle so I guess that we just have to bide our time and live with it for a 

while longer. While we canôt ride the bike this has not meant that we havenôt had fun on our dinner rides because we have. Our f irst 

dinner ride this month was to O`Charlieôs in Franklin, with 16 in attendance. Sheri and Sally had a surprise in store for everyone and 

it was about birthdays. They have decided that one dinner ride a month we are going to celebrate whatever birthdays that we have that 

month. Unfortunately our two February birthday girls were not able to be there that night which made us sad but hopefully our March 

birthday people will be there this month so we can celebrate. You can tell which dinner ride we will celebrate birthdays on by looking 

at that months calendar. It will be the day that has the balloons all around it, in March it is the 18th at Applebeeôs in Spring Hill.   

Our next dinner ride was to a new restaurant in Cool Springs by the name of Chuyôs Tex Mex. Let me tell 

you that this place is very busy, we got there at 6:00 and there was standing room only. Paul and Sally 

found us some tables in the appetizer bar area until they could get us a table. I started asking if anyone had 

heard from Tom and Sheri because Tom really wanted to eat here. I finally got in touch with Sheri on her 

cell phone and found out that they were coming from the emergency room. Sheri was doing dishes when a 

glass exploded and cut her hand quite badly, I have pictures father in the newsletter. Well they gave her 

nine stitches and sent her on her way. They got there and Sheri was feeling no pain as they gave her some 

pain killers, but she behaved herself for the whole night. The food was really good, so if you have time stop 

in and have lunch or dinner, just expect a wait for a table, but it is worth it. 

Because of the weather we canceled the dinner ride to Papa Boudreauxôs Cajun Restaurant in Santa Fe but 

we have put it back on the list for April when the weather should be much more enjoyable.   

Pink left on February 22nd for Bike Week in Florida to work for JD and Kathy at JDôs LED lighting, he 

made it safe and is now waiting for everyone to visit, I will be leaving on March 3rd to join him. Florida is 

nice but I just canôt do three weeks down there, I have to much going on here in Tennessee. Paul and Sally 

are hoping to be leaving around the same time to attend Bike Week and to also see friends that live in Flor-

ida. I am hoping to see a lot of people that we know and if you are going to be in Daytona for Bike Week 

stop by and say hi. There are venders from Daytona down to New Smyrna Beach and that is where we will 

be. We are located in a large lot on Hwy 1, right in front of the New Smyrna Beach Municipal Air Port. 

There is a restaurant called Skyline 1949 and we always use that address (2004 North Dixie Freeway) for 

the GPS because it is right next to the lot. There is plenty of parking so if you are in the area come on by.  

There are a lot of Tennesseanôs who are snow bird in Florida, Al and Mary Ann Rice sent me a list of some 

of them. Dick & Sandy Arthur, Mike & Mary Foster, Larry & Valerie Conley, Bob & Jody Chasteen, Bill 

& Margaret Roland, Ron & Betty Daus. We know that they are all having fun riding together down there. 

Right after Bike Week we will be heading down to Kissimmee for the GWRRA Florida District Rally, 

which is held at the Radisson WorldGate Resort at 3011 Maingate Lane, in Kissimmee. It starts on March 

11th and ends on the 13th. We will be coming back home right after this. 

In between all of the rallyôs that Pink will be working at we will still be going on some great rides with our 

group, have you got any ideas? On March 27th we will be going on a ride to Jens Steak and Seafood in 

Waverly for lunch, afterword for those that want to, we will be heading to the Chapter K meeting in Dick-

son. I know that some will want to return home and we will make sure that there is a ride captain to get 

everyone to their destinations. Pink and I try not to miss the Chapter K, A, R, or S meetings because this 

allows us to socialize with people that we know and love, and get ride information at the same time plus if 

you go for dinner you get to eat some really great food.  

We are also going to go to Uncle Budôs in Tullahoma on Sunday, April 18th. This should make for a won-

derful afternoon ride and maybe we can find an ice cream place to have desert at when we are done, we will 

put Sally on that. We will post the times and meeting locations on the web site. 
 

Until next month,  and weôre riding to eat, eating to ride and having real fun. 
                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                 Pink & Rhonda Crandall                                        
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Come on out and join us for our dinner rides, 

check the website, dixiewings.com for the 

days, locations and  changes.  We will be 

meeting at the restaurants at 6:30 pm. Unless 

the weather is great, then we will ride.  
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!!!!!!  
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There are a wide variety of pull behind motorcycle trailers available--but what is the best one for you? 

Let's first consider what you're looking for the trailer to do. The number of trailers available are as varied as the number of uses. Most 

bikers are looking for pull behind motorcycle trailers to accommodate extra gear and luggage to go on extended road trips. There are 

several things to keep in mind when buying a trailer for these types of tasks. 

First and foremost is your bike's towing capacity. Most touring bikes can tow/carry a pretty decent load. The ownerôs manual wil l tell 

you what your bike's capacities are. Make sure that you also consider the trailer's capacities when buying it. Consider the dimensions 

of your luggage and make sure that it will allow the trailer to close with all of your bags in it. The other consideration is weight. Add 

the weight of the empty trailer and your full luggage and that will equal your full load. Consider this, but then add your weight plus 

your passenger's weight and this equals your total on the bike.  Another important point is the trailer's ability to keep water off your 

luggage/gear. Check to see that all seams and gaskets are tight and in good shape to ensure dry stuff and yet another considerat ion is: 

How does the trailer track behind the bike? With an evenly-packed load the trailer should quickly become unobtrusive. The trailer 

should not wobble or weave behind your bike. It should also easily track through corners and not impede your ability to stop quickly. 

If a trailer does start to weave when loaded, STOP. This could spell disaster. Pull to a safe area and re-distribute the load to balance 

out the weight - this should do the trick.  

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Mike_OôGorman 
 

Honey, I canôt get all these crafts in the saddlebag and still carry my clothes!!! Does that phrase ring true? Well there is a cure for this, 

and it isnôt to leave her at home!!! Soon after the Gold Wing hit the streets, alternative loading (thatôs the buzzword for trai lers) be-

came quite popular. I am sure that the Gold Wing crowd was not the first to pull a trailer with a motorcycle, but the majority of motor-

cycles I see with a tail are Gold Wings. 

Back in the early days the fancy color matched streamlined beauties of today did not exist. You made your own from kits available at 

various retail stores and put a cargo top from Sears on it for protection of your goodies. These trailers had leaf springs for suspension 

and were very harsh riding for anything delicate.  I bought enough lantern mantles to open up a shop, because every time I broke camp 

and set up again, my mantles in my Coleman were powder. As entrepreneurs looked into the motorcycle trailer business, sophisticated 

suspensions started cropping up and  today there are some very good trailers on the market. I am not going to go into the ones I think 

are good, bad or otherwise. I am however going to talk about loads and tongue weight. Tongue weight is very important when pulli ng a 

trailer. What is tongue weight? It is the weight of the tongue of the trailer puts on the ball/link of the hitch. How much should it be? All 

the experts say 7 to 12 per cent of the total weight of the trailer. Well, how do I know what my trailer weighs? The manufacturer of the 

trailer supplies that information with the Bill of Sale. When you load the trailer, weigh each bag or item you place in the trai ler and 

add it to the weight of the empty trailer. If the tongue weight is too light, it can push up on the ball when stopping and decouple from 

the hitch. If the tongue weight is too heavy, the trailer will put too much ñdown forceò, on the hitch, unloading weight from the front 

motorcycle wheel, causing longer stopping distances.  As we know, 70% of our stopping power is the front brake. Where you place 

items in the trailer is also important. The heavy seldom used items go at the bottom and over the wheels and axles. The items used most 

often and lighter items go to the front of the trailer and behind the low heavy stuff. Some trailers are outfitted with a cooler in the 

tongue. When you weigh the tongue, make sure you have the cooler loaded before you weigh the complete package. To measure tongue 

weight, you can use a bathroom scale or a hanging fish scale. Whatever method you use, make sure the trailer tongue is on the same 

level as your hitch when the bike is off the center stand. If you use a bathroom scale, cut a piece PVC pipe to the proper length, to hold 

the tongue, at the proper height. The hanging fish scale can be held at the required height with the bike on the side stand. If you are 

going to pull a trailer, you need a hitch of some kind. There are many out there and if you read the different message boards, you can 

really get confused as to who makes the best one. I will not recommend any of them. As far as I am concerned, each of the reputable  
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