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Happy Fathers Day to all and we hope you all have a wonderful June. 

I started the month of May out by taking my dad to Branson. This started out as a vacation for my parents for their anniversary from 

Pink and I which we reserved back in January. Well my mom who had a hip replacement around 15 years ago ended up being in a lot 

of pain at the end of April. After talking to a surgeon we found out that she had to have the replacement replaced, you normally  only 

get around 10 years out of the one like she had. It was decided that she was to have her surgery on May 13th which was when we were 

supposed to be in Branson. After a big family sit down and a lot of pushing from my mom it was decided that I would take my dad to 

Branson and my sisters and our son Chase, (Pink would be on his way to the Neihause Rally in IL.) would be here for moms surgery. 

Dad wasnôt thrilled and he would have had a better time if mom would have been able to go but he still had a good time. Mom and Dad 

have been over here in TN. For 2 1/2 years and miss their friends over in Branson, so dad got to visit with a 

lot of his coffee buddyôs. and see what all has been built since they left. We did drive up to Spring Field 

MO. to visit the original Bass Pro Store. If you havenôt visited this Bass Pro - you should, it is about 3 times 

the size of the ones that are built in other states. Even if you are not into the outdoor life you can still find 

something you will like. You can spend all day there and still not see everything since there are other build-

ings attached to it.  

My momôs surgery went very well and as I am writing this article she is in the rehab center where she has 

been for just over 2 weeks. Her Dr. knew if he sent her right home after the surgery we might not get her to 

do her PT - who am I kidding if she said she didnôt feel like it I wouldnôt make her. So rehab was the best 

way to go. She is looking at being there at least 1 more week.   

Pink had an uneventful drive to the Neihause Rally, which is a good thing. He met up with John and Kathy 

and they all got ready for a very busy four days. He bought tickets for himself and my dad for the Gold-

Wing give away but sadly we didnôt win, maybe next year. Pink got to see Ed and Mary Ann Graiser and 

also Randy and Deloris Galloway there. This rally is always big with a lot of vendors and people who come 

from all over the country and Pink had a great time. There are pictures farther on.    

He was able to come home for a few days when he had to leave for the Ark. Rally. He left a few days early 

to stop in Mena, Ark. so he could get our trailer axels raised. After he got past Little Rock he ended up with 

two flats, these happened late in the evening. When the first one happened a truck driver stopped to help 

him out and wherever he is I thank God and say a prayer for him. The second one happened about an hour 

before he got to Mena. The bad thing was he didnôt have another spare so he called Bobby Montgomery 

who owned Bobbyôs Motorcycle Accessories. Bobby and Sandy have retired so he was home and Bobby left 

right away to come to Pinkôs rescue. He brought him another spare and off they went to Mena. Bobby and 

Sandy have become our close friends over the years and we consider them family. I just want to say thank 

you to them for helping us out and they are always in our prayers. I have said it before - you meet the best 

people out on the vendor circuit. Pink left out the next day to head for Rogerôs Ark. he arrived without any 

more issues. They were kept quite busy lighting up bikes, Pink took some pictures but not a lot, they were 

just too busy.  

On May 29th I attended the Chapter K meeting in Dickson and boy what a full house they had. They were 

giving away a traveling plaque but even if there wasnôt a plaque they would still have had a full house. The 

people in this Chapter are wonderful and Pink and I think the world of Tom and Eileen Blackmon. The 

Chapter Directors Wanda & Dale Sensing are great people also and do a good job of leading their Chapter. 

Jerry Hunt joined me and we had a great time like we always do. Chapter K has done something cute,  

Eileen started telling everyone that she is so tiny that she feels like a Garden Gnome. Well Duane Powell 

took a picture of a gnome and put Eileenôs face on it and then someone had a bunch of them laminated. I 

was given one and asked to take Eileen to the rallies with us, so donôt be surprised to see pictures of Eileen 

the garden gnome in our upcoming newsletters. 

Until next month,  and weôre riding to eat, eating to ride and having real fun. 
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Come on out and join us for our dinner rides, check the 

website, dixiewings.com for the days, locations and  

changes.  We will be meeting at the Family Advantage 

Credit Union in Spring Hill at 6:00 pm with kickstands up 

at 6:15 pm. And getting to the restaurant by 7:00 pm. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!!!!!!  
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                                       What is it? What to do about it? Are they making new tires less safe? 
                                                                                                   By James R. Davis 
 

Hydroplaning is the result of your tires moving FAST across a wet surface - so fast that they do not have sufficient time to channel that 

moisture away from the center of the tire. The result is that the tire is lifted by the water away from the road and all traction is thus 

lost. 

Of course the word ófastô is a relative term. Tread design, tread depth, weight of motorcycle, tire pressure, depth of water and even the 

consistency of that water - (whether it is highly aerated or not, for example) - all play a part in determining at what speed the tire will 

begin to hydroplane. It is a pretty safe bet to assume that any speed in excess of 60 MPH is fast enough to support hydroplaning re-

gardless of the other variables. This is not to say that at 55 MPH you are safe, however. (A formula that come close to predicting the 

speed at which you will hydroplane, assuming at least .2ò of water on the ground, is: 10.27 * Sqrt(tire pressure) which shows that if 

your tires hold 35 psi, hydroplaning can be expected at 60.76 MPH, while tires with 41 psi of air in them should expect hydroplaning at 

about 65.75 MPH. Another formula that is somewhat more accurate, though much harder to calculate, is 7.95 * Sqrt(tire pressure * 

contact patch width / contact patch length). This formula shows that the wider the contact patch is relative to its length, the higher the 

speed required to support hydroplaning. I bring this to your attention because it is contrary to my understanding that a wider t ire is 

more susceptible to hydroplaning than is a narrow tire, yet this particular formula seems to yield a closer approximation of the thresh-

old hydroplaning speed. In other words, I cannot explain why the formula seems to work. 

In any event, there are two absolutely essential NO-NOôs to remember should you experience the beginning of hydroplaning: 

�x�� Do NOT apply your brakes 

�x�� Do NOT try to steer in any direction but straight ahead 

Though I am not formally trained in the matter I would suggest that the only thing you can possible to help the situation is to feather 

your clutch to moderate your speed without the possibility of drive train ósnapô that would result from an abrupt change of the accel-

erator. 

Hope there is an idea in there that you can work with, Frankly, I think if you start to hydroplane the odds are that you are going to go 

down unless you keep the front wheel pointed absolutely dead ahead and it is of the briefest of durations. 

While on this subject I would like to make another observation about our tires. If you look at the stock 

front tire on all new GoldWing's you will see a Dunlop K177. If you 

look at the tire tread pattern you will also see that the grooves are cut 

in such a way as to tend to channel water away from the center of the 

tire if it is rotating in accord with the arrow stamped on the side of the 

tire. This seems to be consistent with what the Dunlop factory rep ad-

vised in his latest message to me on the subject. However, if you look at 

the front tire tread pattern of the new Dunlop Elite IIôs (K491) they 

are aligned in exactly the opposite way. That is, they tend to channel 

water towards the center of the tire. This CANNOT be the most effec-

tive way to diminish the odds of hydroplaning! Either the K177 or the K491 is safer on wet streets based 

on those tread patterns. (I believe that most new street bikes (other than Honda) come with tires treaded like the K491ôs.) 

If anyone knows why, I sure would like to hear about it. Thanks. 

I, of course, tried to find out the answer for myself. I wrote to the company that manufactures these tires and in my letter I explained 

my concerns, just as I did above. 
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